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1  Introduction  and Requirements  

This document outlines the public consultation efforts undertaken to engage the public and 
aboriginal groups regarding activities on the Prince Albert FMA, including the FMP Forest Estate 
Modeling, and the response or input secured through this engagement.  The public consultation 
requirements guiding the process are found within the Forest Management Planning document1 and as 
documented in the Prince Albert FMA Public Consultation Plan2.   

It is important to note that Sakâw, as a holder of the Prince Albert FMA, is unique as a multi-
stakeholder organizational with broad geographic, industrial and cultural representation, including 44% 
aboriginal ownership.  Given this, public and stakeholder engagement is an on-going exercise, not 
limited to discrete events and is a part of the culture of the organization. 

2  Summary of Efforts to Engage the Public  and Aboriginal Interests  

Significant effort has been undertaken to make the public and aboriginal interests aware of the 
presence of Sakâw, current activities (operating plans) and the current FMP process for the Prince Albert 
FMA., including 

- Sakâw Board meetings ς involving aboriginal awareness and input 
- Sakâw FMP planning meetings  - involving aboriginal awareness and input 
- Public advisory group establishment and meetings 
- Annual Operating Plan public engagement and notification 
- Sakâw website at www.sakaw.ca 
- Advertising for local information sessions (including local newspapers, local radio, PA Now, 

posters and personal contacts).3 
o PA NOW - advertising January 5 to 23, 2015. 
o CKBI Radio ς 25 X 30 second messages from January 18 to 23, 2015. 
o Newspaper advertising the weeks of January 5 and 12, 2015 in communities across and 

adjacent to the FMA area. 
o Advertising of info sessions on a variety of media and other websites. 

- Individual letters provided to key stakeholders to communicate information about Sakâw 
operations and activities, soliciting any and all feedback or concerns.  A complete list of 
recipients of these letters is available upon request: 

o First Nations/Metis ς 20 contacts 
o Outfitters ς 74 contacts 
o Trappers/Chairmen ς 34 individual contacts 
o Cabin Owners ς 29 contacts 
o Municipalities ς 18 contacts 
o MLAs ς 10 contacts 
o General/Misc. ς 52 contacts 

                                                           
1 !ǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нп ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллт CƻǊŜǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǊŜst 

Planning Manual. 
2 Price Albert FMA 2015-2035 Forest Management Plan Public Consultation Plan.  Completed by Sakâw Askiy Management Inc.  Submitted 

to the Saskatchewan Forest Service.  Dated March 8, 2013 
3 http://www.sakaw.ca/pa_forest_management.pdf 

http://www.sakaw.ca/
http://www.sakaw.ca/pa_forest_management.pdf
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- Facilitating FMP-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ άPublic Information Sessionsέ ό9 locations across the FMA).4  See Table 
1 for dates and times of the information sessions and Appendix B for attendance at these 
sessions. 

Table 1.  Information sessions held to support public consultation of the Prince Albert FMA Forest 
Estate Modeling. 

Date Community Time Location 

Monday, Jan 19, 2015 Dore / Sled Lakes 11 a.m. ς 3 p.m. Dore Lake Hall 

Monday, Jan 19, 2015 Big River 6 p.m. ς 9 p.m. Big River Community Centre 

Tuesday, Jan 20, 2015 Emma, Christopher, & Anglin 
Lakes 

9 a.m. ς noon District of Lakeland Office 

Tuesday, Jan 20, 2015 Little Red River First Nation 2 p.m. ς 4 p.m. Band Office 

Tuesday, Jan 20, 2015 Prince Albert 6 p.m. ς 9 p.m. Travelodge Prince Albert 

Wednesday, Jan 21, 2015 Candle / White Swan Lakes 11 a.m. ς 3 p.m. Candle Lake Hall 

Thursday, Jan 22, 2015 Hall Lake 10 a.m. ς 1 p.m. Band Hall 

Thursday, Jan 22, 2015 Weyakwin 3 p.m. ς 6 p.m. Mochikum Hall 

Friday, Jan 23, 2015 Montreal Lake First Nation 10 a.m. ς 2 p.m. Arena Mezzanine 

 

In addition to the active efforts to engage the public, the Dore Lake information session held on 
January 19, 2015 was also covered by the Northern Pride Newspaper.5 

It is important to note that the website (www.sakaw.ca) continues to be a key way to make 
information about Sakâw and the planning and operational activities on the Prince Albert FMA available 
to the public and stakeholders. 

  

                                                           
4 http://www.sakaw.ca/Sakaw_FMP_Forest Estate Modeling _Presentation Jan_2015.pdf 
5 http://northernprideml.com/2015/02/03/dore-lake-residents-concerned-about-highway-safety/  

http://www.sakaw.ca/
http://www.sakaw.ca/Sakaw_FMP_Forest%20Estate%20Modeling%20_Presentation%20Jan_2015.pdf
http://northernprideml.com/2015/02/03/dore-lake-residents-concerned-about-highway-safety/
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3  Summary of Public/Stakeholder Input and Sakâw  Response  

During the general discussions at the PAG, information sessions and the public engagement 
processes associated with the Annual Operating Plan, a few issues have been noted.  Table 2 outlines 
the nature of this discussion and general Sakâw response.  Appendix B outlines the detailed record of 
public input.  Although this document is focused on the Forest Management Plan and Forest Estate 
Modeling, much of the input secured is operational in nature and focused on specific harvesting plans.  
This input is still documented here as it may point to general concerns that may exist regarding forest 
management on the FMA. 

Table 2.  Summary of public input and Sakâw response. 
Public Input and Sakâw Response 

Issue Sakâw Response 

Extent of buffering (no harvest) around lakes 
(general and informal discussion as well as 
specific input received). 

Sakâw implements riparian buffering based on current standards and 
guidelines.  Where specific concerns are raised during the planning of 
operations, efforts are made to adjust operations to address concerns.  
Sakâw will continue to operate in accordance with current standards and 
guidelines until additional guidance on Natural Forest Patterns is 
forthcoming from government. 

Extent of buffering (no harvest) around cabins. Sakâw implements buffering (no harvest) around cabins.  Where specific 
concerns are raised during the planning of operations, efforts are made to 
adjust operations to address concerns. 

Visually Sensitive roads and lakes, especially 
where it concerns tourism. 

Sakâw Shareholders have agreed to do VSA assessments on several lakes 
and roads recently. The more the area planner knows about the area the 
more this information can be implemented in the planning process and 
used as a guide for the location of retention during harvest. 

The reforestation process that will be used. Sakâw regenerates every hectare harvested.  The strategy implemented 
depends on the site harvested.  Jack pine sites are scarified to promote 
natural regeneration, Aspen regenerates from root suckers the growing 
season after harvesting, White spruce is planted and also planted on 
hardwood block road reclamation. 

Concerns about trees left and other operational 
questions concerning the harvest/wasting of 
younger spruce trees. 

Sakâw Shareholders are required to leave retention stands. Tend to leave 
retention where the spruce understorey is heavy. 

Concern requesting that trails remain open after 
harvesting. 

Sakâw makes harvest plans available to the public and stakeholders to 
ensure opportunity for input, where trails and other improvements can be 
identified and managed during planning and implementation of harvesting. 

Concern regarding harvesting impacting wildlife. Sakâw implements a wide range of management strategies to deal with a 
variety of wildlife species as per strategies in the FMP and in accordance 
with government standards and processes. 

General concern regarding overall rate of 
harvest. 

Sakâw, through the current FMP and the new FMP process, develops a 
harvest level for the FMA that is sustainable.  Harvest activities are then 
developed in accordance with this plan.  Sakâw makes annual operating 
plans available to the public and stakeholders to provide opportunity for 
input into local harvest activities. 
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4  Summary of Aboriginal Input and Sakâw  Response  

During the general discussions at the PAG, information sessions and the public engagement 
processes associated with the Annual Operating Plan, a few issues have been noted.  Table 3 outlines 
the nature of this discussion and general Sakâw response.  Appendix B outlines the detailed record of 
public input.  Although this document is focused on the Forest Management Plan and Forest Estate 
Modeling outputs, much of the input secured is operational in nature and focused on specific harvesting 
plans.  This input is still documented here as it may point to general concerns that may exist regarding 
forest management on the FMA. 

Table 3.  Summary of aboriginal input and Sakâw response. 
Aboriginal Input and Sakâw Response 

Issue Sakâw Response 

Concern regarding impacts on trappers Sakâw is committed to ongoing communications with local trappers and 
considering strategies to reduce potential impacts. 

Concern regarding harvesting impacting wildlife. Sakâw implements a wide range of management strategies to deal with a 
variety of wildlife species as per strategies in the FMP and in accordance 
with government standards and processes. 

 

5  Conclusions  

Attendance at more traditional public meetings continues to be below expectation despite proactive 
notice of meetings.  There has not been any significant or specific input generated by the public or 
aboriginal engagement effort associated with the Prince Albert FMP Forest Estate Modeling.  Given that 
the FMP Forest Estate Modeling does not include management direction for operations, this is not 
necessarily surprising. 

Given the broad availability of information about Sakâw and its ownership structure, the Prince 
Albert FMA, the FMP process and opportunities for public and stakeholder input, this suggests that the 
public is generally satisfied with the history of forest management on the FMA and the current process 
being undertaken.  Sakâw will continue to find ways to engage the public in a meaningful way. 

As part of our ongoing engagement plan details of material discussions are managed in our 
information management system that is used to support the implementation of forest management 
across the FMA. 

During the last year, the planning team has been working through a range of technical issues and 
complications arising from both the Caribou and Natural Forest Patterns (NFP) initiatives.  It is expected 
that the ongoing uncertainty around these two items will challenge the public engagement process 
moving forward.  These issues in combination with the future public and aboriginal consultation of the 
next phases of the forest management plan (that has specific management direction and scenarios), 
more significant public and aboriginal input is expected. 
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Appendix A ï Attendance at the Information Session s 

The following pages contain the sign in sheets completed by the attendees at each of the 
information sessions, which were held to communicate to the public and aboriginal interests about the 
FMP process and the current Forest Estate Modeling. 
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